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Burtholme Parish Council (PC) 
 

Minutes of the PC Meeting held on  
Wednesday 19th May 2021 at 7.30pm on Zoom 

 
 

 

Parish Councillors Present:  Mike Gardner (MG) (Chair), Elizabeth Harding (EH) (Vice-Chair), Fiona 
Cathers (FC,), Anne Mitchelson (AM), Martin McAlister (MMcA) and Fran Johnston (FJ) 
Others Present: –Sue Hatt (SH) (Clerk), Mike Mitchelson (MM) (County Councillor) and Keith Meller 
(KM) (City Councillor) 
Members of the public: Julie Hogg, Ben Meller, Allan Cathers, Sam McAlister 
Parish Councillors Absent:  none 
Others Absent: Raymond Tinnion (City Councillor) 
 
 
 

1. Chair’s Opening Remarks – MG welcomed those present and thanked everyone for joining the 
Zoom meeting.  

 

2. Apologies for Absence – Raymond Tinnion (City Councillor) 
 
3. Notification by Member of Pecuniary and other Registrable Interest – None 
 
4. Election of Officers: 

Chair: Mike Gardner    Proposer: AM  Seconder: FC 
Vice Chair: Elizabeth Harding  Proposer: AM  Seconder: MMcA  

 

5. Minutes of Meeting held on 24th March 2021 –Agreed unanimously and to be signed by MG as a 
true and correct record.  

 

6. Matters arising: 
a) Speed limit in Lanercost: The informal consultation has started and residents of Lanercost have 

received a letter asking for their views on the proposed 30mph zone. It was noted that the zone 
does not extend as far as the Abbey Bridge where there are numerous entries into the road 
(Lanercost Bridge layby, Naworth Road, access to Holme Foot Cottages, the Abbey Bridge) 
including a crossing from the layby to the field and public footpath opposite. BM requested that 
the 30mph zone be stretched as far as Island Cottages and this was supported by the 
councillors. FC asked if the zone might be extended as far as Banks but it was felt that this might 
delay the process.  

Action: SH to draft a letter in response to the consultation stating the Parish 
Council’s view that the proposed zone be extended to include the Abbey Bridge 
and Island Cottages. 

b) Play Area: Another meeting was held at the Cricket Club but no real progress has been made as 
the development of the Cricket Club has stalled at the moment. EH reported that she had 
spoken to Phillip Howard and that he was keen for the play area to go ahead and would be 
happy to sign the lease. This would enable the funding to be sought although it would have to 
be secured independently of the Sports Club. MM suggested that forming a group such as 
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“Friends of the Play Area” might be a better way of securing funding. OB confirmed that there 
was a separate Play Area bank account and that the process of applying for registration as a 
constituted body was in progress. MG suggested that ACT could provide advice about writing a 
constitution. MMcA also reminded the councillors that he had obtained a lot of relevant 
documentation from Low Row and Julie Hogg offered to facilitate the process as clerk of Nether 
Denton.  

Action: OB and MMcA to continue work on the project and report to the next 
meeting of the Parish Council  

c) Quarry Beck Path: Andrew Nicholson has reported that he is getting no response from the Land 
Agents. He suggests that SH writes to them to get a decision about the signposts.  

Action: SH to write to the Land Agent 
d) Kissing gate at the lay-by: The repair has been carried out and MG thanked David Harding and 

Allan Cathers for their skilled workmanship.  
e) Road outside Burtholme Farm: The pot-holes have been filled in and the debris on the road has 

been removed for now.    
f) Litter in the Parish:  MG reported that there had been some fly tipping on the road between 

Burtholme and Garthside but that following an email to Neil Dixon, the bags of rubbish had 
been removed.  FC reported that the amount of rubbish at the bottom of the hill to Banks was 
still a concern. KM said he would thank Neil for all his help and ask if a bin could be put near the 
seating area. He can liaise with SH if it is possible. Ben Meller informed the councillors that 
research has shown that people from urban areas visiting the countryside expect bins and leave 
their rubbish if they don’t find one to use.  

g) Platinum Jubilee: EH would like to arrange several events to celebrate the Queen’s 70th year on 
the throne. (Ceilidh/ a ball/ a tea party for local residents) She would also like to involve the 
children where possible (plating trees/ buying mugs) It was decided to form a sub-committee 
and FC, FJ and AM agreed to join EH.   

 
7. Participation:  

a) City Council Report: KM informed the councillors that there were 3 new city councillors – 1 
Labour and 2 Conservatives. The first meeting will take place next week and the accounts will 
be signed off. 

b) County Council Report: MM reported that there had been numerous meetings before the 
election but that no meetings taken place since then. He did alert the councillors that it was 
now an offence to leave your car running when stationary. There is a risk of a fine if an 
enforcement officer is nearby. 

MG asked about the local government reorganisation progress and MM confirmed that they 
were expecting an announcement early June, which will be followed by another shorter 
consultation – the final decision will be made around the 19-20th July. The new councillors will 
then shadow the City/ County councillors before taking over. There will then be discussions 
about the new role of Parish Councils.  

c) Views from members of the public: none. 

 

 

8. Financial Matters – 
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a) Accounts for the period 1st April 2020 to date – Credit balance of £6276.15 
b) Receipts –  

Payer    Amount   Reason for Payment 
Carlisle City Council  £2400    Precept 2021-2022  
    

c) Expenditure -    
Payee    Amount   Reason for Payment 
Sue Hatt   £400    Clerk 6 month salary 
Sue Hatt   £73.58   Clerk 6 month expenses 

d) Expected Receipts  
Payer    Amount   Reason for payment  

None  

e) AGAR and audit of accounts:  The final accounts were scrutinised and approved. 

Proposed: MG   Seconded: FJ 

MG will sign all the paperwork and the accounts can be audited.  

9. Planning Matters –  
21/0392: Installation Of Payment Machines, ANPR Cameras And Associated Structures (Timber Poles) 
For Signage Location: Car Parks at Lanercost Priory & Tearooms, Lanercost, Brampton, CA8 2HQ  
21/0393: Display Of Non Illuminated Signage Associated With Payment Machines And ANPR Cameras 
Location: Car Parks at Lanercost Priory & Tearooms, Lanercost, Brampton, CA8 2HQ  
 
Before the discussion about the planning started, EH reported that she had attended a meeting with 
Phillip Howard with MG and Allan Cathers on Monday. He has outlined his plans for a woodland walk, a 
campsite, a pick-your-own and farm shop and has concerns about the compatibility of  the Cricket 
Club’s plans for a new pavilion and his long-term vision.  He indicated that the revenue from the 
parking fees would help to maintain the Church and the Dacre Hall. He intends to grant parking permits 
but has not decided who would be exempt, although there would be no cost for weddings and 
funerals.  
 
SH reported that the City Council’s ‘Planning Portal’ has received 73 letters of opposition to the 
applications, including some from residents of Burtholme Parish, and there is a petition on Facebook 
against the proposals. A lengthy discussion followed and the following concerns about the 
repercussions of charging for parking at the Garth were expressed – displacement of parked cars to the 
verges and other laybys in the village resulting in dangers for both walkers and road users and negative 
visual impact on the iconic view of the Priory, which is a Scheduled Monument. Sam McAlister advised 
the Parish Council to focus on the planning issues in their response as there is also a legal position to 
be discussed (right of way and right to park) which is a separate matter. 
 
Allan Cathers outlined the objections that the Dacre Hall Committee was putting forward in its 
response. He expressed concern for the visual impact of the signage to a scheduled monument and the 
iconic view of the Priory that has been a worldwide image for over 800 years. He also informed the 
councillors that the archway leading to the Priory was still the property of the Church. The ownership 
deeds end near the vicarage gates and the church has right of way over and under the Garth. Allan 
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suggested that MG contact Chris Angus to get his comments on the application from the Church’s point 
of view.  
 
It was noted that the Highways Authority had been consulted but had offered no objections, but it was 
worth noting the Parish Council’s concerns about safety on the roads around the village. OB also raised 
the 30mph speed zone which recognises the existing dangers to walkers and visitors to Lanercost.  
If the application was to be considered by members of the Planning Committee, it was noted that 
representatives of the Parish Council would have the opportunity to make further representations.   
 
If planning permission is granted, it was agreed that the Parish Council should keep channels of 
communications open with Phillip Howard so that it can engage with him about future developments. 
MG reminded everyone that Phillip Howard had attended a meeting a few years ago to outline his 
plans and he felt it was important to keep the dialogue going.  
 
It was agreed unanimously that MG and SH would draft a letter of objection to the Planning Officer and 
outline the three main concerns: 

• Visual impact of signage on the Priory, which is a scheduled monument. 

• The impact of the displacement of parked cars on the village. 

• The safety of the roads around Lanercost. 
Action: SH and MG to draft a response  

 
21/0434: Installation Of New Treatment Plant To Serve South View Cottage Only Location: South View 
Cottage, Banks, Brampton, CA8 2JH  
No comments were made.  
 
10. Correspondence: none 

 
11. Any Other Business: 
a) Hare Hill road end: FJ reported that there was a broken waterpipe, resulting in a deep puddle 

having formed. The repairs have yet to be carried out and it was agreed that the Parish council should 
write and ask for the work to be completed asap.  
    Action: SH to write a letter 

b) Noticeboard at the school: As the noticeboard at the Priory has been renovated, it was suggested 
that Jim Hodgson would be asked to carry out the necessary repairs. OB offered a noticeboard that he 
had bought that was in better condition than the existing one.  
    Action: SH to contact Jim Hodgson about the repair 

c) Boothby development: Several residents had asked about the growing use of the Boothby Estate 
House for dog agility training and events. The last event involved camping and refreshment tents as 
well as many participants. There was no evidence of any change of use planning permission on the 
Planning Portal.  It was agreed to monitor the situation over the next few months and report back.  
   

12. Items for the next agenda: 
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13. Next meeting – Parish Council meeting to be held on Wednesday 22nd September 2021 at 7:30pm 
at the Dacre Hall. 

Proposed dates for future meetings:        Wednesday 24th November 2021 

      Wednesday 19th January 2022        

          Wednesday 23rd March 2022 

                      Wednesday 18th May 2022 

 
Mike Gardner 
Chairman of Burtholme Parish Council 
22nd May 2021  


